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XXII. AbtraB of a Regijler of the Barometer, Thermo* 
meter , and Rain, at Lyndon, in Rutland^ 1777. By 
Thomas Barker, Efquire . Communicated by Sir John 
Pringle, Bart. P. R.S. 


Read February 26, 1778. 
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Mr. barker’s Regifter % ®c. 555 

The year began with hard froft and a large fnow, 
breaking fometimes; but a feverefeafon, being chiefly 
froft and fnow till about the aoth of February; when, 
after wet and floods at its going away, it was mild the 
latter end of February and beginning of March: then 
cold again; Ihowery the middle of the month, and three 
days about Lady-day hotter than is ufual fc early in the 
year, the thermometer abroad being 68. The fpring 
feed time was fine, and the ground green, but not much 
grafs, the weather being in general windy and cold till 
near May-day: it then grew Ihowery, and though ftill 
cool, grafs and grain came on very faft. Once this year, 
about June 1 otb, after fome dry hot weather, the ground 
began to burnt but from that time to the end of July, 
there was fo much rain that the quantity of grafs and 
hay was very great, fome of which was well got, though 
fome was fpoiled; the crops of grain were good, but too 
rank, and much laid. The harveft was rather late, but 
moft of it very well got, the latter part of the fummer 
being clearer, hotter, and drier than it had been before, 
and it continued hot later than ufual, for the thermome¬ 
ter in the fhade was 74, near the end of September. 
There was a great deal of rain in October and November, 
yet as the ground was dry before, and the rain came by 
fits, with fine weather between, the wheat feed time was 

Xxx a very 
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very favourable, and the ground continued in good order. 
The weather was open and fine till a little way hi De¬ 
cember ; but a great part of that month was dark, calm, 
and moftly fair, and frequently fcarce either froft or thaw, 
and the year ended as- it began with froft and fnow. 

The earthquake which was felt September 14, in 
Chelhire, Lancalhire, 8cc. was obferved by fome people 
here, both the found and fhake; but as there was a ftrong 
wind at the time, neither of them were fo much taken, 
notice of as they might probably otherwife have been. 


I had a pocket-book lent me laft year, of a clergyman 
who formerly lived in this country, giving fome account 
of the weather of the wet year 1725, which I here tran- 
lcribe. 

“ This year was cold and wet, having rained all the 
“ time, except now and then a day, from the middle of 
“ April till Auguft 27. 

“ The hay at firft came in ill, through a great flood 
“ June 11 and 12, and almoft conftant rains; the mea- 
“ dow grafs worth little; the rains being but fmall, it 
“ came in better at laft. 

“ Harveftwas very backward, though many, fancying 
“ it would, not, fold off their barley early, and were 
“ forced to buy for their families for five or fix weeks at 
5 “leaft; 
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u leaft; they were deceived by the height of the corn 
“ and grain, and coldnefs of the weather. 

“ Auguft 23. A rain happened at Ketton feaft of 24 
“ hours continuance,. caufed a flood on the meadows for 
“ four or five days, fo the herd had fcarce a place to feed 
“ on; the tethering grafs for the liorfes was all fpent, 
“ and we were forced to take them to houfe till the corn 
“was off. 

“ All garden-fluff was a month later than fome other 
“ years; no berries on the hedges; no weather for pit- 
“ coal carriage; no caterpillars, flies, &c. no kidney- 
“ beans, or very few,, being deftroyed by fnails and cold. 

“ The year being moftly wet and cloudy, things tranf- 
“ planted wanted no water nor fhading; no fruits were 
“ well ripened ; no grapes at all. 

“In Auguft, wheat between five and fix fhillings a 
“ ftrike (bufhel)barley above four fhillings and fix- 
“ pence; maflin five fhillings; oats dear. 

“ Note. The year 1735 proved the fame, in almoft 
“ all particulars.” 

REMARK BY T. BARKER. 

I have heard a grazier of this town fpeak of that year 
1725. I think his account of it was this: that it was the 
warmeft andforwardeft fpringlie remembered, till April; 

peafe 
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peafe and other garden-ftuff remarkably forward; and 

after that time the wetteft fummer he ever knew. 

The forwardnefs of the fpring at firft might make the 
farmers expert an early harveft, as the account above 
iays they did. 

The year 1723 was as dry as this was wet. 

In the fpring 1776, there was a remarkable quantity 
of feed upon the elms, of which I fow’d a confiderable 
parcel, both of the upright kind and of the witch elm. 
I believe, not above one feed in five hundred or a thou- 
fand, grew; but thofe which did made much finer plants 
than thofe raifed from fuckers, efpecially the upright 
kind, two of which were full five feet high in a year and 
half from feed, and as thick at the bottom as my finger. 
They were fown on a north border, to keep them from 
the fcorching fun, but the flies deftroyed fome of the 
plants at their firft coming up. However* notwithftand- 
ing the uncertainty of their growing, I think to fow fome 
more of the feed, when there is any to be got. 



